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But after all has been said, the question of most
interest is, what Mr. Webster represented, what he
effected, and what he means in our history. The
answer is simple. He stands to-day as the pre*
eminent champion and exponent of nationality.
He said once, "there are'no Alleghanies in my
politics," and he spoke the exact truth. Mr.
Webster was thoroughly national. There is no
taint of sectionalism ou narrow local prejudice
about him. He towers up as an American, a
citizen of the United States in the fullest sense
of the word. He did not invent the Union, or dis-
cover the doctrine of nationality. But he found
the great fact and the great principle ready to his
hand, and he lifted them up, and preached the
gospel of nationality throughout the length and
breadth of the land. In his fidelity to this cause
he never wavered nor faltered. From the first
burst of boyish oratory to the sleepless nights at
Marshfield, when, waiting for death, he looked
through the window at the light which showed
him the national flag fluttering from its staff, his
first thought was of a united country. To his
large nature the Union appealed powerfully by the
mere sense of magnitude which it conveyed. The
vision of future empire, the dream of the destiny
of an unbroken union touched and kindled his im-
agination. He could hardly speak in public with-
out an allusion to the grandeur of American na-
tionality, and a fervent appeal to keep it sacred